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OF A 


CHRISTIAN 


F SHEWING, 
That it 1s not the outward name 
of Chriſtian, that differs from 
4 heathen, butthe inward lite 
and nature, 


/ Io, A Teſtimony of Truth againſt the deceit and 


ſubtilty of the Serpent : wherein truth is 
cleared from many accuſations, 


Vich a loving Invitation to all who are hangring after the 
living bread,and hath not wherewith to ſatisfie themſelves 
in chcir own houſes; bur are ſceking without,and begging 
irom others,and are ſpending their money for that which 

is not bread, inviting tkem to come into my Fathers houſe 

- wherethey thall find full ſatisfaCtion» 


j ith 2 word of exhortation to all who are called to be ſaints 
; by way of remembrance, to ftic up their pure minds. 
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By eAlexander Parker. 


| LONDON: | 
Trinted for Thomas Simmons at the Bull and Mouth 
near Alderſgate, 1658. | 
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READER. 


F riend, 


gF thou art ſofar come into the moderation, as to try 


} 4d - 
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9} Fi" ' 
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all things, and hold faſt that which is of God, ſtand 
ſingle in that which is pure, and try not the truth 
Sin 2 ballance of deceit,for that which is of God muſt 
> be tryed by ſometbing of himſelf ; the light of the 
body is the eye : Tf thou deny the light, with what wilt thou ſee? 
the natural cannot diſcern the mms, neither can the darkneſs 
comprehend the light, but the light: the darkneſs. Now if thou 
wilt try that which is good, let the light of Chriſt in thy conſci+ 
ence judge, for thet I ownto be a meaſure of the true light, which 
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world; if thou deny this 
true light, thou denieſt the life of Chriſt, and art in death and 
darkneſs, and cannot receive the things of God ;, if thou receive 
them not, here thou maye/t ſee what hinders : but otherwiſe, if 
thou confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is come a light into the world, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and if thou believe that in the firſt 
nature thou art a Gentile, and cannot witneſs. the new nature, wilt 
thou deny #he gift of God, which is given thee to open: the blind 
eye, to Lad thee :out of the priſon of corruption, into the new 
nature. If thou denyeſt this light, thou denyeſt the way, the truth, 
and the life, and haſt left thy jelf without all help of recovery, ſo 
thy damnation is of thy ſelf ; You will not come unto me that 
you may have lite, ſaith-he. Now if than canit believe that. in 
the Sor. is life, turn to him, that thou mayeſt. have life; and if 
thou believeit the Scripiure, tht the life z the light of men, ree 
verve it, and believe in it, that thou mayeſt be a chs/d of light-; © 
for this T ſay, and ſtand a witneſs for the Lord, that if ever thou 
find bim, "who i the defire of all Nations, it wt be by a meaſure 
of. himſelf made manifeſt in thee.z therefore. delay nat as thou pri- 
ron prin fo! yt ſer, him while be iy be fond, fo i 
vv 10% 2 the 
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To. the Reader.. 4 gprers > ny 
the grave there is n0 remembrance of bim, to day hear bis voice, 
then harden not thy heart, but turn at bis reproof ; that which 6. 

oves thee in ſecret, and makes manifeſt all thy evil deeds, that 

1 the light" which leads ous of © fin ang evil , this # the wice 

which ſaith behind thee, This is the way walk'in it- ; therefore 

ſee thou refuſe not bim that ſpeaketh, but turn at bis reproof, that 
he may pour out bis ſpirit upon thee : contrarywiſe, if thou wilt 

not ſtand in bis counſel, but hate his reproof, thou mayeſt call, but 

be will not anſwer, thou mayeſt ſeek early, but thou ſhalt not find; 

thou maye#t ſtrive, but ſhalt not be able to entery and being with« 

out, art among the dogs, ſorcerers, whore -mongers,murtherers, ide. 

liters, and lyars, which have their portion in the lake for ever and 
ever. It is the Nations of them which are ſaved, that walk in 

the light of the Lamb:; theſe do his commandements, that they may 
have right to the tree of life ; theſe that walk, in the light, are 
they that enter through the gate imto the City. Now if thou ſayeſt 
in thy ſelf, that thou haſt witneſſed an entrance already, how 
cameſt thou in? art thou one of the ſaved Nations, that walks in 
the light of the new Feruſalem? canſt thou truly ſay that Jeſw' 
Chrift hath perfetily wrought his work, in thee, which he came in- 
to the world to finiſh, (that is) to fut anend to ſin, and bring in 

perfed righteouſneſs? If this bewronghtin thee, thou" art righ- 

teows, as heis righteous, for- he that ſanRificth , and they 

that are ſanRified,are alt 'of onc;and'if thor art one with Chrif 

thou art a new creature, created unto good works, which is the 

fruit whereby thou art known fromthe world, . for thou art nat of 
the world that witneſſeth redemption out of: the vain converſation, 
for thc worlds fruits whereby they are knowns. is the. vain convers 

ſation ; thou that -baſt- an eye+ to ſee , thou mayeſt ſeez if theſe 
marks of a Chrifiian be found in thee, I own thee, and am on 
with thee in the life of Chyiſt ; but if on the contrary, the worlds 
marks do-appear m thee,” T deny thee, (and all thy profeſſion and 
ſervice is an abominationin the fight'of the Lord, or thox proſeſſeſ 
what thou art not; and ſo art a hypocrite, blaſpheming the Name 
of Chriſt, in ſaying thou art a Chriſtian, being found one of the 
8ynagogue of Satan. Therefore - friend , "whoever: thou art, t 
whom theſe papers ſhall come, be not prejudiced\againft. the truth 
before thou haſt heard it, firſt read, and then judge, try the Ho 
&; ore 
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To the Reader. 
before thou paſſeſt ſentence , be. ſure it be in the cool of th2 day, 
for this know, and Tear teſtimony tothe truth hereof, that herein 
is the pure way of God declard, in which the holy men of G:d did 
walk, which the Prophets propheſied of, and the Apoſiles walked 
in, which way is Chriſt, the light of life, whois come and hath gi- 
ven'ls an underſtanding to know him that is true, and his way 
which is pure, and his life which is perſet, the end of our faith, 
and ſalyation of our ſouls, and knowing the Loyd, and his way, 
and his indignation againit ſin and wickedneſs, cant but deal 
plainly with all people , judging and condemning onely the deceit 
and deceivable wa yes which leads to deſirufion ; if thou ſay moſt 
Sefts and Judgentents will plead for their own, 1 ſay we are not our 
own, but anothers, who hath bought us with his blood, and for him 
we plead, and for kis pure lite contend, held by the myſtery of faith 
#4 a pure conſcience, once delivered to the Saints, for which we ave 
bold to contend, and valiant ts go forth to battel, by his Command, 
wider his banner, to fight againſt the Beaſt and all his Army, 
Gog and Magog ; wh.ch baitel ſhall never end till the Lamb 
bath got the vidory, and all his enemies brought under his feet, for 

ww is he riſen in his Saints, and glorified in bis ſervants, and ads 

mired in them that believe ; yea, I bear teſtimony 20 the truth, and 
witneſs the glory of his power revealed in m1, (praiſes, praiſes to 
bis name for ever) therefore. db deny all the worlds glory and ho- 
aour, pleaſure and profit, aud eſteem it gre at rich?s to be worthy 
to ſuffer perſecution and reproach with his dear people, who are re- 
viled of the world, and ſcornfully called Duakers, but known to 
me by another name, and 1 to them by the ſame, but to the world by 


Morgan Watkins. 
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CHRISTIAN, 


It is not- the outward name of Chriſtian, that dif. 
fers from a heathen, but the inward life and ag 
Fre. 


Ry your ſelves with the touch-ſtone of Truth, all 
you who bear the name, and are profeſſed Chris 
ftians,ſfee and read within with a fingle eye, whe» 
ps ther you be in Truth what you profeſs in words, 

and have thenature and lite of Chriſt manifeſt in 
you, or you have the bare name, and are one in nature and 
life with the heathens ; the day is dawned which doth diſco- 


ver cach name, and nature; and it is not the outward name 
of a Chriſtian that will avail where the life and nature of 
Chriſt is wanting : Many there be who are called Chriſtians, 
becauſe they hay? been ſprinkled with outward water, 
which hath been called baptizing into the faith, and into 
the. Church ; but all are nct Chriſtians whoare (ſo called; 
it-is\ not the'' outward name, nor the: outward ſprink: 
ling or dipping that doth make a true Chriſtian : no more 
then - the outward name, and the outward Circumcifi* 
on did make a true Jew, as it is written by the Chriſtians; 
He is not a Jew which is one outwardly, neither is that circumciſ- 
fron which is outward in the fleſh; but he is a Few which is one in» 
' wardly,and circumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not 
In the letter : Soit is of a Chriſtian,not the outward waſhing 
or ſprinkling, but the inward waſhing with the blood orlite 
of Jeſus, whereby tne heart is ſprinkled from an evil conſci- 
ence, and the body waſhed with pure water ; ſoas many as 
are baptized into Chriſt by the holyGhoſt have put on Chet 
a 


C1) 
1;keunto Chriſt in name and nature, they bear his Image,and 
kis name is written in their forcheads, and they are marked 
andknown to be his, and followers of him, by their meekneſs 
and hamb»like harmleſneſs, by their gentleneſs, paticnce and 
tong ſufferingyby their ſoberneſs and temperance,moderation 
and vertuous chaſte converſations, by their humility and true 
love one toward another: theſe are tokens and marks of a true 
Chriftian,but all thoſe who have the name of Chriſtians,and 

ofeſs God and Chrift,and {criptures,and:do not live accor- 
ding to what they do profeſs, but are in nature like unto the 
heathens, and fo they are marked out and knowa by their 
fraits- All thoſe that live in rage, envy, wrath and malice, 
theſe are marks of a heathen and not. of a Chriſtian; and 
they are of their Father the Devil,, and bears his -mark, in their 
forebeads ; fo cvery one doth bear the image of him that be- 
garhim. There are two births, the one from above, the 0+ 
ther from below ; that from above is pare ; and that from be- 
low is impure; and theſe are contrary one to the other, even 
as light and darkneſs: all the Children that are begotten of 
God, who is pure, and born of the ſpirit, are. hated ' and 
perſecuted by them who are begotten by the Devil, and born 
of the fleſh : and fo as it was in former ages,they that were born 
after the fleſh did perſecute them that were born of the ſpirit : e- 
ven ſoit is now inthis age, but they that were born of the ſpi- 
rit did never perſecute any ; but did bear and ſuffer even as 
Chriſt the forerunner-hath leſt an example, and all that fol- 
Tow him and willlive godly in him, they mult ſuffer perſes 
'cution, for it can keno otherwiſe : for enmity is put between 
the two ſeeds, and there is no agreement nor fellowſhip be- 
ewixt them: ſo'cvery: child is of the natureaf him that be- 
gathim. All the. Children of God whoare bornfrom above, 
they bear Gods Image and are like unto their father, as the 
'Lord is righteous and juſt, and loves truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, and cannot behold (but hates} iniquity; even-ſo alt his 
<hildren they arepure and loves truth and rightequſneſs,. and 
cannot havefellowſhip with the unfruitful workers of dack- 
nefs; but it is a burden anda. grief toibe in company with the 
wicked, 
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wicked,and preſſes and prievs their rightcous-ſpirits as'ir'diq 
Juſt Lot who was grieved with the fins of Sodom, hearing and 
ſeeing their wickedneſs and profaneneſs,it grieved hisrights 
ous ſpiritday by day:ſo it is with the Children of God;what 
their father loves, they love, and what he hates, they hate 
alſo : B itthe Children ofthe wicked on?:, who are born from 
b:Low, are contrary in nature tothe Children of the holy one, 
and þbearsa contrary Image, and ſo contrary fruits, and ars 
of the ſame nature with their father the wicked one, which 
is the devil, who is unclzan, and hates the truth, and love, 
Iniquity #{o all his children arenaturally inclinedo evil,and 
hates the tvuth,and lives in iniquity,and loves darkgeſs rather they 
the light becauſe their deeds beevil,and fo are under the wogand 
condemnation, aliens and ſtrangers from the living God, and 
from the. covenant of promiſe: for the wicked have no right unto 
the promiſes of lifey but their pzrtion is wo and miſery in the 
lake of fire. Now thou that reads this read,wichinrhy ſelf,with 
that of God in thee which is light, and it will let thee fee 
whoſe child thou art, and whoſe Image thou bears ; whether 
the Image of the holy one, or the lmage of the wicked one; 
and what thy nature is inclined unto, whether to good or to 
evil; and-whether thou takeft delight in the Law of God, and 
his commandments; or whether thy delight be in the things 
of the world which fades away ; whoſozver thou art whether 
Profeflor, or prophane one, thou canf} not ſerve two maſters, 
thou canſt not be heir of two kingdoms,thou canſt not have & 
enjoy the love of God and the loveof the world at one time; 
for the love and friendſhip of the world is enmity againſt 
God; therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, love not the world neither thi 
things that be in the world, for if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in bim; for the luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of 
the eye, and the pride of life this is notof God but of the world: 
and if thy heart and afte&ions be hankring after the things of 
theworld, whether gold, or filver, lands or livings, wil or 
children, goods or cattel, pleaſures or earthly honour, or 
ſeckingearthly preferment.; if thy love be. drawn away toa- 
ny of theſe ardily things, and there takes pleaſure and dt 


light, thouart nota childe of God, and a worſhipper of him 
' in 
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in truth, but thy heart is run'a whoring after other lovers, 
and other gods 3 for of whatſoever any one is overcome, of 
the ſame is he brought into bondage, aud worſhips, and falis 
down to the ſame as a God , ſome their belly is their 
od , ſome their gald, ſome one thing, ſome another , - 
whoſe hearts and affcFions are drawn away from the 
pure living inviſible Godz and ſuch are not worſhip» 
pers of God, but follows their own hearts luſts, and 
ſo they are. defiled, and the Temple of God pollu« 
ted, and ſuch have not peace nor reſt unto their ſouls, but 
they are at liberty in the fleſh, intheir wild untamednatures; 
and ſuch, _ they are proteſſed Chriſtians, yet are in 
the wilde bruitiſh nature of the world, feeding among the 
ſwine upon the husks, and finds no ſatisfa&tion : and that is 
the broad way that leads to deſtruſtion; where there is. no 
Law nor limit to the carnal mind, nor bridle to the tongue, 
butall is at liberty; the tongue ro ſpeak vain words, and 
thethoughts and vain imaginations roving up and down, the 
eye running after vanity, the car 'open to wickedneſs, the 
hands and other membersready to obey every vain motion 
of the vain mind ; ſuch are not followers of Chriſt in' the 
ſtraic and narrow path of life, but are going on without 
limit thebroad way to deftruftion: All chat follow Chriſt 
in the ſtrair way, mult bear his yoak and learn of him ; 
therefore ſaith Chriſt, Come unto me all you that labour and 
are heavy laden, take my yoke upon you and learn of me, I am 
meek, aud lowly in ſpirits, and you ſhall find reſt for your (ſouls, 
which is the chiet ching to be ſought after; for what will ig 
prota man, if he gain the whole world, and loſe his own 
ſoul? Now this I know, that there is no reſt untothe ſoul 
until the yoke of Chriſt be born; for where the yoke is not 
born, the lufts arc at liberty which war againſt the ſoul, and 
in that condition men and women are'bruitiſh and heathen» 
iſh, Iiketo the beaſts of the field, and are without God in the 
world, inthe fin and wickedneſs, where the anguiſhis upon 
the ſoul, and there is the tofſings and the troubles in the 
warld :-and thcre men and women are wallowing.inchermud 
iand mire, like {wine feedingupon the husks; : but-never finds 
0? B Peace 
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eave bit ave troubled in confelance, Grothie ſin and rebel1;; 


enz yet till runs ont,and when they have received a wound by 
the ſword ofthe Lord, gets it healed again deccicfully ; 1 
knowes ſnot him who is the faving healch of 2ll Nations, 
though ke be not far off;but ſtands at the door & calsto come 
in, but they not minding his call, lets in the ftrangces, & the 
Inn is taken up with other gueſts, and Chriſt mutt lic in the 
manger,and is not receivedzbut ſhut out of the heartzand ſo 0» 
ther lovers & other gueſts have taken poficfiion, and the houſe 
is ſofull;chat it will hold no more. Read withunderſtanding, 
godlineſs is a great myfiery, ſealed from the worldly wiſe 
anes, as it was formerly, but is revealed to them that fear 
the Lord : and ſo] may ay now as the Apoſtle ſaid formerly, 
Ton ſee your calling, brethren, bow that not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called, but God 
hath choſen the weak, things of the world to confound the wiſe 
aud wo things of the world, and things that are deſpiſed 
beth God choſen, 4nd things which are uot to bring v0 
zought things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his Propem 
but every one that glorieth let him glory in the Lord : and this is 
the cauſe why the wiſe ones of the world, and the great pro» 
felſors, and the Rulers of the people, are now tound in rage 
and cnvy againſt ric appearance of Chriſt in his Saints, as 
it-was formerly againſt Chriſt in perfon; they-have- not the 
word of God abiding in them, and ſo the enmity is not cut 
down, forall the profeſſion of God, Chriſt, and Scriptures 
without,- doth not flay nor cat down the enmity within ; and 
ſd we in the light of the Lord, do ſec this generation to be 
in the ſame nature with their fore-fathers', though they 
condemn them for crucifying of the Juſt one, as that gene» 
ration condemned their tore-fathers -for killing of the Pro- 
phets,: yet crucified the Son, and perſecuted /his Miniſters; ſo 
theſe now are foundin the fame aQion, perfecuting Chriſt in 
bis Saints 3 for perſecution ariſes 'all from-one ground and 
root, .and is'curfed, and wherever it appears, . it. is a maſk 
of the Beaſt that makes war againſt the Lamb; and it isnot 
the mark of a Chriſtian, forthe nature of a Chriſtian is w 
ſuffce 3 for Chriſt {uffered the concradigion ot. finners, and 

to 
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to be a Chriſtian isto be like unto Chriſt, and to follow hid 
in the fame ſteps; and ſo thoſe whom Chriſt ſends forth into 
the world he firft ſanRifies, them by his living Word in 
their hearts, and ſo ſends them forth as lambs in the 
midſt of wolves ; lambs becauſe of their harmleſsnefs' and 
meekneſs, and bcing ſent among wolves, that is, among 
menin the nature of wolves, tearing and rending, haling 
and perſecuting, envying and full of rage, ready to ſwallow 

the innocent ones: and this is made manitcſt at this day in 
England, the Lord is making a leparation, and gathering his 
lambs from among the devouring wolves, and they ſhall no 
more be made a prey upon, but the Lord will compaſs them 
about with the arm of his power, and ſalvation ſhall be for 
walls and for bull-warks, he will feed them him(elfas a good 
ſhepherd apon the tops of the mountains of 1ſracl, and they 
ſhall dwell in peace and ſafeey,and eat plentcoufly and be fa- 
tisfied, and they ſhall no more go among the broken ciſterns 
that will bold no water, but the living fprings, and the foun- 
tain of life ſhall be opened in them 3 and they ſhall hunger 
and thirſt no more, and the Lord will be the teacher and 
feeder of his people, and will dwell in them and walk in 
them, andthey ſhall worſhip him in his own Temple not 
made with mens hands, but his people arehis Temple, whom 
he is now puritying and cleanſing, that it may bea holy has 
bitation for his pure preſence to dwell in: fo theſe are the 
true Chriſtians, who ar2 in Chriſt, who are waſhed and 
cleanſed in his blood, who are new creatures, old things be= 
ing done way, and all things become new, their bodies bee 
ing made Temples of God, where holinefs and purity dwells; 
and you who ſay you are Chriſtians, but are not in Chriſt, 
neit!;erare waſhed nor cleanſed, but have on the old gar» 
ments, and the old things are not done away, but the heart 
1s full ot the old Ruffe,as envy, wrath,malice, picviſhneſs and 
perverſneſs,croſsne{s,ſtubborneſs, wilfulneſs, when things fals 
crofſe to y.ur wills, then anger and paſſion ariſes, and ſo the 
old man is alive, and the old garments are on: theſearc the 
tokens and mirks of a Heathen, Therefore in the- fear and 


name of the Lord { do-exhort you topur off the old garments, 
: B 2 which 
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- which defile youz put off the of man with his deeds, put a» 
way lying and ſwearing, pride and vain pleaſures, drunken. 
neſs, quarrelling, whoredoms, murders, ſcofting and jecring, 
and ſuch like deeds of darkneſs, theſe are the filthy garments 
which defile you, the old man which: is to be put off, other. 
wiſe you cannot enter into the kingdom of God ; and theſe 
garments muſt be put off, before the new garments of righte. 
ouſneſſe be put on; there mult be a putting off the deeds of 
darkneſs, before there be a putting on the armour of light ; 
for the new-garments of righteouſneſs muſt not be put upon. 
the old garments of unrighteouſneſſe, but firſt there muſt be 
aſtripping off all the old coverings, both of unrighteouſneſs | 
and ſelf-rightcouſn:f[z; for that righteouſneſſe is as filthy as | 
the unrighteouſneſs, ariſing all from one ground and root, 
and is both alike, abomination to the Lord; though many 
things may be ated and done amongſt the formal profeſſours, 
which in themſelves are go0J, yet not being a&ed from a 
good ground it is eyil ; The prazersof the wicked are aha- 
mingtion in the eyes of the Lord, theretore ceaſe to doevil; 
that is the firſt thing to be done : Let every one that nameth the 
Name of Feſus Chriſt depart from iniquity; tor indeed none elſe 
ought to name his Name, but thoſe who depart from iniqui- 
ty: forall that live in fin and filthinefle, do name the Name 
of Chriſt in vain, and are to depart trom the -preſence of the 
Lord into the pit of darknefſe; therefore all and every one 
who ſeeks tobe ſaved, fear God ; for the fear of God is very 
pretious, It isa fountain of life, to depart from the ſnares of 
death, and where itis placed in the hearr, it keepsclean the 
heart, and the old deeds of darkneſl; are put off, and all the 
old coverings and cloathings, even to be naked as a child, 
and then the cloathing of truth is put on, and thepure trea- 
ſare is put into the pure heart-, : and theſe are Chriſtians, 
and are blefſed, as ic is written, Bleſſed are the pure in 
heart, for they ſhall ſee God ; for the pure eye hich is 
the /ight , being inthe head, which is Chriſt : God who 
ig pure 1s, ſeen and felt, a God near at hand, dwelling 
in the pure heart, guiding and leading all his children- 
ut of.. the crooked wayes and ſnarcs of. death, into the pure, 
| . way. 
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way of Tife and peace, to worſhip him in ſpirit and in eruth, 
according as his ſpirit which dwells'in them doth reach 
themz theſe are the children of God, who are tavzht of 
God, and ſerves him in truth and uprig'htneſs of heart tings 
Iy and purely in thenew life of rightcovincls;theſe are Chrie 
fians,who have pur off the old g irments, that is, al! the de2ds 
of darkneſs,and have put on th: new garment$,the white robes, 
that is, trurh and rightzouſneſs, and they are cloath:d with 
equity, having put off the old man, and put on the new man 
Chriſt J-ſus, and ave one in him, and like unto him in name 
and in nature, the ſame love being ſhed abroad in their 
hearts, and the ſame mind as was in Chrift, and the ſame 
ſpirits according as it is written z love one another with the 
ſame love that I have loved you witha), and let the ſame 


mind be in you, as 'was in Chriſt Jeſus, and the ſame ſpi-- 


rit, for he that hath not the ſame ſpirit is none of his ; {© 
theſe are Chriſtians who are in Chriſt, and if any be in 
Chriſt he is a new creature, 0/4 thjngs are paſſed away ,. and 
behold all things are become new z new heart, new mind, 
new love, new life, new words and new actions, new name 
and new nature ; theſe are them who have come through 
the fire, and have paſſed through many trivulations, having 
denied themſelves, and che pomp and glory: of the low 
world, and have taken-up the Croſs and followed Chriſt 
through the ſufferings and death, whereby they are crucifizd 
to the world, and worldly pride and pleaſures, and have 
learned oþ-Chrifſt meckneſs and humility, and ſo-are ſent 
forth into the world, to bear witneſs againſt the unrighteoulſs 
neſs of the world , and they are willing to bear and to 
ſutter the reproach of the world, knowing it is their portion 
from theworld. But all they who are profeſſed Chriſtians 
in Exglaud and other parts, who have gotten the words of 
the true Chriftians,and are guilded over with glorious words, 
and makes a fair (ſh:w outwardly, as thouzh they were a 
« people that did delight in- the Commandements of God, 
yet the new life of a Chriſtian is not brought forth amonegtt 
them, as was in the followers of Chriſt, but the old life of 
the Heathens is inthem, old heart, old mind, old oye, old 
B 3 life, 


297 


Wir me - 


(8) 
life, old words which are corrupt,old a&ions, old name ang 
nature,deccitful hearts, full of filch and abomination, pride, 
and envy, wrath, malice, Juſt, and covetouſneſs, double-min. 
ded,feigned love, corrupt lite, filthy communication,wicked 
ations, and ſo the o)d bottle poures forth the old wine, and 
ſuch things as theſe are ated and done amongſt them which 
ar2 called Chriſtians, which are an.ill ſmell and an ill {@ 
your; ſo that the name of a Chriftian is become abomination 
among the heathen, ſuch filthineſs and ſuch abominations are 
ated and done amongſt the Profeiied Chriſtians, that cauſes 
the name of Chriſt to be blaſphemed amongſt the heatheng, 
Conſider well all you who ſay you are Chriſtians, whether 
indecd theſe things be not ſozis not the old man alive in yout 
and are not you doing and fulfilling the Tufts of the Devil} 
You who ſay you are Chriſts, and layes claim to him ay 
though he were your inhcritance, come and lct us reaſoi to. 
gether,and try what right you have to this inheritance, You 
will ſay the heathens are without Chriſt, and have no right 
the promiſe of life, and ſo lay I; yethe is given a light to 
the Gentiles ; but who are the Heathens ? you put them a far 
off into other nations, as to the Turks and Pgans who have 
notthe outward name of Chriſtians. But come near and try 
your ſe]ves, and fee if you be not found the heathens:All who 
are in Chriſt are Chriſtians : and all who are out of Chriſt are 
Heathens, of what Nation or countrey ſocver they be; for he 
Is not a Chriſtian which is one outwardly, neither is that the 
Baptiſm which is outward in the fleſh with outward water; 
but he is a Chriſtian which is baptiſed into Chrilt by the ſpi+ 
rit and power of Chriſt, and fo isone in Chriſt, a new crea- 
ture,the heart being ſprinkled from an evil conſcience,andthe 
body waſhed with pure water, and the pure life of Chrif is 
brought forth which witncflzth againſt the unrighteous life 
of the Heathen,and the pure law of equity is ſet up todo to all 
as they would be done unto,according to thedodtrine ofChriſt 
and allwho walk according to this light,though they bear the 

®name of Heathens, yet their heatheniſm who keep the Law of 
equity, doingunto all as they would be done unto)Jtheir hea- 
theniſm ) ſhall condemn thoſe who profeſs Chriſt in worthy 
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and are called Chriftians;but do not a& according to the Law 


of equity, but caft the Law of God behind their backs, ſuch 


arc ſhut out from the promiſe of life, and haveno right unto 
Chriſt, who a& contrary to him, ſuch are hceathens,of what 
countrey or nation,foever they be who live in fin, and fulfil 
the deſires of the fleſh, they cannot pleaſe God, tor they who 
live after the fleſh are not ſubj<Qto the Law of righteouſneſs, 
but are heathens, living in rage, and malice, pride and 
vain-glory, lightneſs and wantonnefe, fc. ting and jearing, 
reviling and perſecuting, lying and ſwearing,drankenneſe, 
COTS dnes ape uch like, theſe arc the marks ot the 
heathens,and all ſuch arc ſhut our of the kingdom of God,and 
have no (hare with the Chriſtians ix the inheritance which is e« 
verlaſting : for there is no promiſe to the wicked, but wo is 
their portion for ever. So the true Chriſtians have right to 
tothe inheritance Chrift Jeſus, but the heathens have noright 
unto the promiſe until they come forth and repent, and be turx« 
ed from & neſs unto light and from the Power of Satanunto God, 
they that are Chriſtians _ Chriſt, and; are Chriſts, bought 
and purchaſed by his bloud, and they that are Chrifis have crus 
cified the fleſh with the affections and lufts ; but they that are 
heathens, are out of Chriſt, in the wor{d not bought and redeems 
ed from fin, but are ſatis\ying, and fulfilling the luſts of the 
fleſh ſointhename of God I do exhort every one that doth 
read this,to try ycur ſelves with the Light of Chriſt in you, 
whether you be in the faith or no, cr true Chriſtians, and be 
not deceived with a vain hope contcnting your ſelves with 
the barename,when the life and nature is wanting:for though 
you may profeſs all the Scriptures,and can talk much of God 
and Chriſt without you, yet all this doth not make you true 
Chriſtians, unleſs the word of God and the life of Chriſt be 
manifeſt in you, as it was in them that gave forth the ſcrip? 
tures ; for the {criptures do declare of a generation that were 
great more and as zealouſs for God and the Ordinan- 
ces of God, as you can be for Chriſt and his ordinances, as. 
you profeſs, yet they were blind in underſtanding, and had 
not true. difeerning, but did oppofe Chriſt Jeſus the Son of 
God,: 'T'ſpeakx of the Jewes and that generation of —_— 
2 an 


and Phariſces who profeſt a Chriſtto come, but whenhe wy 
comegbecauſe he came not in pomp & glory according tothiir 
exp:Aation, but if a low deſpiſed manner, 4hey calledhim, 

blaſphemer and cryed out crucifie him;and this was the cauſegf 

their blindneſs, they had not the word of God abideing in thew, 

& {o the vail was over their eyes,&Chriſt cryed wo auto them, 

calling them blind guids, whited walls, painted ſepulchres and 

the like: ſo I ſay unto you, all your outſide protection, your gg. 

ing to hear Sermons, ard thelike ; this you may do many 

years, (as I know you have done) and be never the better;hut 

grow worſe and worſe, ever learning, laden with ſin, and le 

away with divers luſts, but never able to come to the true 

knowledgeof God; for none ever knows God in trath ang 

righteouſneſs, buras he is known by the working of his ſpiriz 

within , whereby he deſtroysthe works of the: Devil .in the © 

heart, and creates a new heart, anda new mind, according 

to his own will, and renews his own Image of righteouſneis 

and true holineſfe, and ſo man is made Gods workmanſhip, 

created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works, and ſo his members arc 

ſervants of righteouſneſs, and th@work of God is brought 
forth into the world by his ſervants and children, whereby he 
is glorified in them, aid wiſdom is juſtified of her children. But 
all thoſe, of what name ſozver they are called, whether Fews, 
Gentiles or Chriſtians, though they -may profeſſz much out- 
wardly , and be counted godly and religious, yet if their 
hearts be not upright to God, and purified by -the Word of 
God abiding.in them, they cannot ſervenor worſhip God in 

truth; for.it iniquity do lodge in the heart,and be regarded, 

God willnot hear the prayers. ot ſdch, nor accept of their 

ſacrifices; {or it 7s ot every one that ſayes Lord, Lord, that ſhall 

enter into the Kingdom of God, but ſuch as do the willof God; 
ſuch ſhall know of his doftrins, . and ſuch are they that are 
builtupon the rock of ages, and ſuch do glorifi: God by. their 
godly and upright lives, and ſo ar: Gods workmanſhip, and 
bears Gods Image of love and meckneſſe, patience and long 
ſuffering, andthe like. But thou, and all you that are in 
rage and envy, you arethe fdevils workmanſhip, and bears 
bis Image , dcunkards, ſweagers, lyars, coffers, Formal 
_ 0 
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Heht and wanton ones, you are the devils workmanſhip,and 
he begot you, and is your fathzr, and you bear his Image, 
and notthe Image of God ; All you high and lofty ones,' you 
proud Phariſaical profeſſors, you proud and covetous.ones, 
Go1 never begat you, but the God of the world, the Prince 
of the air he rules in you, and carries you up into pride and 
vain 2lory, and all you ungodly ones, under what name ſo- 
ever you be, you are not in the way of God, but in the way 
of the wicked one, and your end will be miſery ; The 
righteous God of heaven and earth doth not deſire the death 
of any of you, but that you might turn from your wickedneſs 
and live,& for this end he hath given his dear Son a light in» 
tothe world who doth enlighten you wherby many times you 
are made ſenſible ot your Joſt conditions, how that you are 
aliens and ſtrangers from the covenant of promiſe, and you. 
have been many times reproved in ſecreefor your fins and ini- 
quities, and called and invited to come forth of your ſins: 
But.have you not been rebellious and tiff-necked, and refiſted 
the councel of God and, would none of his inftru&ions ; But 
you have choſen your own wayes, and you have delighted in 
your own abominations, and fo not minding the goodneſs 
and long ſuffering of God which leadeth to repentance ( all 
that hearken tohis voice.) but you after your hardneſs and 
Impenitenc hearts are treafuring up unto your {elves wrath as» 
gainſt the day of wrath andrevelation ot the righteous judge- 
ments of God) who will render unto every one according 
to his deeds done in the body whether they be good or 
evil: To them who by patient continvance in well doing 
ſeek for honour and glory 3 cternal lite. But to them 
that are contentious, and doth not obey the truth but 0+ 
bey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguith upon every ſoul of man that doth evil; remember 
this in your life time all you diſobedicnt ones, take your 
portion along with you, and donot flatter your ſelves with 
vain hopes to enjoy the promiſes of life, which belongs onely 
to them who obey the truth and followecs the Lamb in the 
ſtrait way of his ſuffering and death,and are.dead and crucifi« 


ed with him, and fo ſhall live and raign with him in the 


king- 
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kingdomof glory : Bat all the proud and ungodly who hays 
Hvcd in pleaſures in their lifetime ſhall be as the ſtubble, and 
the day oi the Lord ſhall burn themup, andleave them nei. 
ther root nor branch, for the wicked cannot ſtand in the 
judgement, northe ſinners in the congregation of the right» 
ous, Therefore all and every one who Jove your own fouls, 
and defires to be ſaved, turn from your {ins and mind that of 
God in you, which reproyes you for fin fecret]y though never 
ſo cloſely acted, that with it you may be led out or fin, and 
from all deceit and deceivers; this of God in you will not de. 
ceive you, but teach you in truth the things that belongs unto 
your peace, and is alwayes preſent with you ; -hearken dili. 
FEently unto it and your ſonls ſhall live, but if you flight this, 
the tender profers of theLords love, and will none of his re- 
proof, but-go on in the vain and ungodly ways of the world, 
this will be your condemnation, and fhall be an evidence, 
againſt you at the bar of righteous judgement at the great ge- 
neral day of account, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
made manifeſt,and the books opened, and the judgement et, 
and the charge is given and read againfi the wicked, and 
the evidenceis brought in, Gods faithful and true witneſs 
which cannot lie, which hath been privy to all your evil 
deeds, eventhat of God in your own conſcience, this ſhall be 
brought in againſt you, and then wo will be your portion, no 
excuſe will ſerve your turn, but you ſhall ftand dumb and 
ſpeechleſs, before the righteous judge, and be made to 
confeſs that his judgement js juſt,and your condemnation juſt. 
Remember theſe things in yourlite time and take warn- 
ing from one who hath known the terrors of the Lordagainſt 
fn, and fo in love unto your ſouls do declare unto you, that 
you may come into repentance; you areleft without excuſe : 
haſt, haſt, come away, trim your lamps, prepare and make 
ready , leaſt you be ſhut out of the Kingdome of light 
and glory, and caft out into utter darkneſs among the dogs 
and ſwine and unclean beaſts, where there ſhallbe weeping and 
wailing and gnaſbing of teeth, where the worm dieth wot, and the 
Bre is. n0t quenched, F 


TESTIMON Y 


TRVTH. 


Againſt the deceit and ſubtilty 
OF THE 


SERPEN T. 


Eſus Chriſt the ſame to day as yeſterday, and his appea- Hebir3.8 1: 
I rance in Power, (in the deſpiſed people who in derifion 3 
by the ſcorners are called Quakers) is oppoſed and cryed 
againſt by the formal Profefſours as error and hercfic, and Att 28.22, 
r::ny falſe accuſations are caſt upon them as that generation 2 Tim. 3.5, 
ev-r did , whohad the form of godlinefſe, but did ever op- 
po': the- Power wherever it was made manifeſt. 


T-uth cleered, and ſome accuſations anſwered. 


\\/[;creas weare accuſed by the people of the world (who - 
know 1:0t God nor his pure worſhip) eſpecially by the chiefe _ - —_ 
Pri: 1d Pariſh Maſters, and the Carnal formalifts and ſelf-,,,.. 5 ” | 
{c-cr4ti!t-, that we arca people that deny the Miniſters of 
Ciritt 25. the Church of Chriſt , and th-commands and or» 
dinances © Chriſt, and with thele and tuch lowd cries they 
fill ttze 2arc: of people, in ſuch ſort , that many ſimple and 
honcit hears, who are breathing and hungrimng atter Righ= 


tcouſncs, and knowes not where to find fatisfation and + 
* reſt Joh.12-42435 | 
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| © Timc3.12. 


" Eph. 4. 


 Johx5. 29; 
| Jo-r5:p - 


+ I Pet, 4.19, 


2 Cor.3:6,4 
| 2 Tims4. 2, 
A524, 


z Joh. 9: _ 


Wn fo | T42- | 
$993-12-42,45; reſt to their ſouls, are &ven atraid to own plaine and 


"Gall-1.1.12. 


| Mat. 23.58.10. 


truth, afid dare not joyne themlelves in fellowſhip withthe 
Lords deſpiſed ones, for feare of being deceived. But for 
thetruths ſake (which ever was oppoſed by the formal Pro. 
fefours) and for their ſakes who. love the truth and deſirets 
beſatished, Ihall declare the truth as i is manitefted in mee 
and anſwer their falſe accuſations , that ſo they may not reſt, 
nor lie upon the truth, but be turned back into the pit from 
whence they proceded , that ſo eruth which is pure may be 
kept pure, and all wholove the truth may be encouraged tg 
confefiethe truth, and not to beafraid of man, wholchgcath 
is in his noſtrills, but with patience beare the Croſſe of 
Chriſt, knowing this , that all thay will {re godly in Chriff 


Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. 
F 


irſt, Concerning Miniſtery, it is an Ordinanceof Chriſt 
which we dearly own-, and honour all thoſe who are ſent 
forth by Chriſt:and do abide in his NDoQrine, ſuch as arc 
made by the will of God,called and choſen out of the world, 
and are ſanfifed by the living word of truth, and are fitted 


' and prepared of God, and endued with peric& guifts, and 


{ſo arc ſent forth into he world to gather people out of the 
world up to God, and to preſent them -pefeQ in Chrifc 
Jeſus according to the Scriptures, Eph.g. 10, 11, 12, 13. Co/, 
3..27, 2B. 

Such as ſpzake and Miniſter from the Spirit of the Lord 
according as they are moved and dire&d, and are never 
unprovided, but ſpeakes the Word of God in ſeaſon, and cut 
of ſeaſon , at all cimes, and in all places as the Spirit gives 
them utterance, ſuch Miniſters as are thus fitted and prepa» 
red,and by thePower of theLord are ſent forth intothe world, 
and doabide in the DoQrine of Chriſr, we own and honour. 
But all ſuch as are made Miniſters (or rather Maſters )inand 
by the will of man, brought -up at ſchooles: and ſo ſent 
to-Oxfard or Cambridge to learn the art of preaching , and 
afterward are approved.of by man,and ſent into che world,but 
are not ſanAified, bur the root of all evil is alive and freſh in 

them,for they love money,and ſtrive to get great ſums of mo-. 


| - v Tim.6,10, - ney by the yearczand inſtead of enquiring who is worthy,they 


enquire 


pare 
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lee what will ye give; and they are not fitted andpre« 
oe God, and endued with perie& gifts, but of and by 


man'with much labour and pains : and fo theirs is of works, 
and not free-gift from God , and it is all imperte&@; neither 


4 do they preſent any perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus, but denies perfes 


&ion in this world , and fo denies the true Miniſters work Tim. ch, 
and leads filly Cmen and) women captive laden with ſia, and oF 
away with divers luſts , ever learning , but neter comes to the true 


| knowledge of God nor pertettion : ſuch as ſpeak from the letter 


| and not from the ſpirit, and cannot preach but at certain 


times whenthey have time to ſtudy, and ſo by their induſtry 
and paines provide themſclves, not having freely received 
from the Lord ; ſuch called: Miniſters as are thus fitted and 
prepared arc by the will of mangand arc fo ſent forth in to the 


© world, but are not ſanQifed by the pure living Word of Gad, 
 neitherdo abide in the pure Dofrine of Chriſt, nor bring 2 Jobs. 9. 


NR any to perfeRtion, ſuch we do deny and turne from them, and 


ohn, 2, I% 


| teſtify againſt thcm.as Antichriitian and deceiyers of the peo« 266 
* plc, 1 Job.3-7,5. ROSA FAY 
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The Church of Chriſt we own, which is the pillar and 
ground of truth, which is built of Iiving ſtones, cle& and pre- 
tious, which is the body,of whichChriſt Jeſus is the head,and x per, 2. 5, £: 
gave himſelf for it, and purchaſed with his own blood, that 
he might preſent it to himſelt a glorious Church, not having Eph.5.23. 26, 
ſpot or wrinkle7 or any ſuch thing, b:utthac it ſhould be ho» *7, 30+ 
ly and without blemiſh;chis Church we own,and through the 


1 Tim, 3. tf, 


* love and tender mercy of our God are made members of it, C9) 2-15: 
| and ſo we-recelve nouriſhment from the head to nouriſh 


the body, for weare members of his body, of his flz{h, and ut *? gia: 
his bones» 


But that which the world calls a church which is built of - 


| dead.ftones, we do deny (which is a ſteeple houſe ) which 


; Carnal people(that know not theChurch Jdo call the Church, As 17.24. 25 


but doe lie and blaſpheme, for Chriſt is not the head cr a 

ſteeple-houſe as he is the head ot hisChurch, neither are thoie 

who are earthly , carnal, proud, covctous, envious, wrath» - 

ful}, malicious , bloodethirſty , murderous , perſecuting 1 Cor*6,2,10, 
| C3. drunken, 


- 


Joh. 4.23, 24. 


Col. 2+ I'4. 
Hebe9. IO, 


IC. 66.132,3. 


ay 15.12, 
oh. 13.3 4,35 


Joh.4.7; 


I Cor.13; 


; 1 Cor.6.9,'0, drunken, lying, prophane, light, wanton, ungod] 


Thirdly, Services we do deny, and againſt them teſtifte, by 


Rom-2.28,29, Apoſtles,in not pra&iſingthe commands of God which were 


4 ( 16) - 


Ones th 
mect in thoſe idolatrous places which they call Churcha 
they are not members of Chriſt but limbs and membey 
of Antichriſt, and them and their Church, ail - the 


All che commands and Ordinances of Chriſt which av W © 
durable, pure, ſpiritual, and ſubſtantial, which tends to, 
godly and upright life, according as we are moved and MW 
guided by the pure ſpirit and power of the Lord, we own and M 
prafice . but all thoſe things which are fading, carnal and MW 
ſhadowilh, though once they were commands of God and i 
of Chriſt, yet not being given to us in Commiſhon, it is 
no breach of the commands, in nor practiting thoſe ou» © 
ward things to us, no more then it was in the Prophets and | » 

i 


outward, but teſtified againſt themz For, if ye be dead wth  þ 
Chriſt from the rudiments of the world, why, as though lwingn W 
the world, are ye ſubje& to Ordinances ? Col. 2. 29,21,22. © 
Chrift Jeſus the beloved Son of God, gave forth many I 
precepts and commands, all which we dearly own in their t 
time and place: but one command that he gave forth is Þ% 
chiefly ro be obſerved above all others, and that is, to lor 
one another;this is an enduring and a ſubſtantial command,and 
not tobe nzgle&ed, forthis Is a true token and mark where | 
by the children of God are known from others; as it 8 FF | 
written, Hereby ſpall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if | 
ye love one another : this command of love is the old come | 
mandement, which was in the beginning, and it is the new 
commandement which 7ohx the beloved Diſciple doth fo ÞW 
much preſsunto, ſaying, Beloved, let us love one another, ſn W : 
God is love, and every one that lovethis born of God, and knw | 


eth God ; he that loveth net, kuowes not God, ſor God is low: 
Beloved, if Gd ſo loved us, we ought alſo to lave one anohe, MG *© 
1 Joh, 4. £1 


Love endures for ever, and without Iove all preaching, W 
praying, reading, ſinging, and all other the Ordinances of 
God, are in vain; this is the chicf thing (/ove) which 18 

grown 


_ C 17 , Gi 
gromneold amongſt many of thoſe who cry up the come. 
mands and Ordinances of Chriſt in words, but iniquity doh 
abound, and their love 1s grown cold, and that is the caufe Mat.24 12, 
of all theſe divifions and diſtractions, and wrangling a» 
bout Religion, it is want of truclove; For where the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in the hearts of his people, it links | 
and joynes them together in one love, and life, and pure Joh, 29.21 ,22 
| gay, and one ſpiricua] worſhip, and a}l ſtrife, and contenti- Adts 4 32, 
on and wrangling ceaſeth, and fo they arc all of one heart and 
= _ one faith (which we own) which works by love, ggh.4.4,5,6. 
Als )* Vu 
* Another command Chriſt gave forth, which is not to be 
s neglected by any of his, and that is this; WYhatſcever ye 
* would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye likewiſe nto them ; this 
is ah enduring and ſubſtantial command, and ought duly to 
| be obſerved, for this is the Law and the Prophets, and this 
| command we own, and teach people to obſerve ; and many 
others there be of like force and effe&, and ought not to be 
negle&:d, as if any 0 ſmite thee ou the one cheek, turn the o. Mat.g.chap, 
ther 5 and Chrilt ſaith, Swear ot at 4, but let your yea be 
yea, and your nay, nay, for whatſoever is more is evil. Theſe and 
all other rhe commands of Chriſt, which tends to puriry,and 
leads totruth(cven thot which the Lo:d loveth,which is truth 1 Pete3+4. 
in the inward parts, to ſerve the Lord in truth and righteouſ. PEE-51+0- 
nes all the dayes of our lives)we own and praftice;and I chal- 
lengeall the world to come torth and mention what they can 
lay to our charge. * Sai 
But as for the outward things which are but ſhadowes | 
and figures, as bread, wine, and outward water, which ma- 
ny of the profelſ:rs in Eng/aud do ſo much idolize and cry up 
(though the weightier matters be neglcfted) we are dead C91. 2.21,22. 
with Chriſt from ſuch weak elements, and cannot be ſub- 23, 
1c to ſuch empty. ſhadowes, having taſted of the living JoÞs5-5c25t- 
bread, and drunk of the fountain ot life, where ſatisfa&i- 
on and refreſhment we have found toour hungry thirſting 
ſouls. And no new goſpel do we preach, but the ſame ©99-1+15» 
which hath been declared by the Servants of God, and p 
Mini 


I Pet.3, 21. 


Johns. 35. 
Johns. 5x. 


- 


I Cor. 2,14, 
ohn 6. 35. 
ohn 8. I2, 


. John 1.9. 
I John 1. 7. 


I Tim. 3. 16. 


Pal, 25.15. 


Heh.10,22s 
Epheſ. 4. 5. 
_ Mat. 3-11: 


a Cor. 1. 17. 


Ob - 58) -F 
Miniſters of righteouſneſs. And this was that bread of 1i; 
which che Saints did' feed on, and the Communione7, 
ble where they did catrogether in ſingleneſs of heart, as jth 
declared and teſtified in the Scriptures, 


7 Cor 10.16: The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the Communinn i 


the blood of Chrift ? the bread which we break, tis it not the Cy, 
munion of the body of Chriit ? for webeing many are one bread 
one body, for we are all partakers of that one bread. This breyy 
an] this cup are not carnal and viſible, bur ſpiritual in.iny, 
fivle : This bread: is Chriſt ; ſor ſaith he, I am: the bread li 
I am the living bread that came down from above, he that eat, 4 
this bread ſhall live for ever, aud be ſhall .aever hunger ; ,y | 
he that drinks of this cup ſhall neventhirſt, but it ſhall le x 
him a well of living water ſpringing up unto eternal life, )dy 


. 14, 

Chriſt Jeſus is called by ſeveral names in the Scripture, 
and they who have the names but not the ſubſtance, are i 
confuſion and devition, and falls out about the names,and 
runs into the outward which are but the ſh idow2s$, but knoys 
not the life and ſubſtance. He who is calied the brea/ 
of life, the fame is called the Light of the World, who 4th 
enlighten every one that cometh into the IVorld; and every on: 
loving and walking in the light, ſothey come to walk in 
love and unity, an are all made partakers of that one light, 
and ſo of that one bread which is the Saints life, which is 
ſpiritual and a miſtery, hidden from the world, and trom 
all worldly wiſdom,but revealed to them tha fear the Lord, 
and is to them a living O-:dinance ordained of God for 
the Salvation of their ſouls. 

And as forthe outward water, it is but a fizure of the li- 
ving water within, which waſheth and cleanſeth the heart, 
which the outward water doth not» As for the one Baptiſm 
I own, which is the Baptiſm of Chrilt with the holy Ghoſt aud 
with fire, which the water Baptiſm was but a figure of z and 
in d-nying the outward warer Baptiſm, it is no breach of 
Chrifts Commands ; for I was not ſent to Baptize but to preach 


the Goſpel: And all you who take upon you that power, | 
demand 


F 


(p-) 
demand "of you, who gave you commiſſion to go: dnl 
Baptize with outward water; it you take your - com» 
miſſion from the letter, without. a lively -commiſſion, 


from Chritt, I deny your ground and your: commilſion .3.1 cor. 40114 © + © 


tor it isnot the letter of the Law of God that-|dbth im- 
ower any one: to execute the Law-of Gad , neither 


* doth the letter of the Goſpel impower any one to go and 


preach -the Goſpel, though they be never ſo skilful and 
expert. in the. knowledge of the Scripture, without pows= 
er. from on: high to commiſſion and :impower them ; 
Ro more then the letter of the Law of -Englaxd doth 
impower any one to be a jultice of -peace to execute 
the Law, though many may buy the letter of the Law, 
and may be expert and skiltul : Yet if the carchly 
powers do not give them commiſſion, they ;cannot a& 
as a Juſtice, nor execute the Law z if they ſhould take 
upon them ſuch a thing, the powers of | the carth 
would, call them into queſtion : Even fo all you who 
have taken upon you that power to baptize without 
commiſſion from the Lord, aſſure your ſelyes you - will 
be called into queſtion : and in. che;Name of my Lord 
and Maſter, I do charge yeu to give an account who. ic 


- was that gave you commiſſion ; and ceaſe ſpeaking againſt 


others, ( who keep the commands of .God ) whom you 
cannot accuſe juſtly for breach of the holy and pure 
ſubtantial commands. +, 1 | 

. And likewiſe all other the Ordinances of Chriſt, as 
praying and finging, according as the ſpirit of God 


doth move. to fing with underſtanding, and to pray 1 Cor. 14, 1s, 


with underftanding ; for as the: Apeftle ſaith, we know 


40t what to pray for as we ought; - but the ſpirit helpeth our in=,0.0m 8. 264 
firmities, aud makes interceſſion for wx with ſighs and groans., ies /2d. 


that cannot be uttered for it is the ſpirit that makes manifeſt 


#1nd ſearcheth out the deep and hidden things of God: ; for as John 4, 24, 


Gods a ſpirit, and will be worſhippedin ſpirit ; ſo there is 


none knowes him nor worthipz him-in ſpirit, but thoſe John..3. 5. 


who are boru gf ther ſpirit. And-ſo whatſocyer the world, 
| D -—1=_ 


4 


No 20 -4{4a F 
{ ofthe enemier of Truth lhe lock cheer pet woe 
© Rom: 13. 8: E | | ay of 'U$5 Yet We can 
| 4 . ſay inthe preſence of the Lord, that weow nome 
" 2Cor. 6.4, any thing bur fove; dcliring the good of all pcople, tha 
' tothell. yJY/ miphroome tothe knwlege of 2hetrath, and tor this eng 
do we: labour ahd travel rinder many heavy burtheny 
. through muck reproachics- and crane} mockings, 

Mate 5:11,12. 1 nds and impriſoaments, every one giving their fenſare 
1 of ws, and ſs we pafs thorow many tryals, but in ah 
_— thefe thingy we can reoyte,. knowing that it is and 
| hath becn- the portion of: the Lords chofens ones 16 be 
revited and" perfecmed' by the wicked generation ; they 

went throngh ovit report' and grod veport,, as deceivers, aud 

yet true and ſo in the Nameand Power of the Lord, do 

we go abroad:as we' are Jed by his fpirit, freely de. 

daring wato- others in rendemels - of love unto theiy 

fonts, what the Lord hath done for: our fools ::and we 

| do ' not go #bout- to deceive awy, nor 10 draw any to 
Ads 26-139 ar opinions ;but to rurmthem from deceit and deceivens 
and to gather them co the Lord, chat fo the Lord may 

texch'theny according as ke hath promiſed, and accor- 

dirrg av it is written, x! the Children of the Lord foal! b 

la.$6-13. + ,ughrof the Lord. Andthough for our love we be envied 
John, 15, 20, 2 hated, yes for-Chri&t our Maſters fake we can wit- 
O22 * Hngly beat ic z for the ſervant is not greater then biz Aiuftery 
for ſairh Chriſt, ar they-have done unto me, fo will they d+ 

wnto.you; and fo it igno new thing, butthat which hath 

formerly been 5 forthe-appcarance'of Chrift was cver op- 

, xſpecially by the profefling people, who had 4 

orm of godlinefs, but were ignoranx of the cr, as 

the Scriptures-do bear: teffimony with me; For in the 

rime of the Law, under that ata \firacion divers Sta» 

rutes and Ordinances-were given forth by Adoſss, and 
white thoſe rhings were praiſed and done inthe inces 
' grity and fimplicizyot heart, it was-accepeed of the Lord: 
Bur when they twned from their inrcgrity and upright» 
nefs of heart, though they drew -ncar to. God with 
their lips and with their moutkes, pad wakes theft 
7 : oncrings 


(ea) | 
erings and ſacrifices; Vet ic was abomination in the 
eyes of the Lord, and the Lord ſcnt his ſervants the Pro- 
phers toteſtific againſt them, as you may read. {ſvy.1.chap. 
where the Prophets declares againſt rhe wickedneſs of thax 
generation, ſaying, a finful Nation, a people laden with iui- 
ty, « ſeed of evil doers, children that are corrupters, they 
n= forſuken the Lord,they have provoked the boly One of Iſra« 
#1 10 anger &c. to what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices 
unto me ſaith the Lord ? bring no more vain oblations,, incenſe 
is an abomination unto me». The new moons and Sabbaths, the 
calling of Aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity 5 when 
you make many prayers, 1 will not hear; for your hands are 
full of blood ; Thus the Prophet declares again them, and 
thoſe things which they praQtiſed, though they were com 
mandsot God ; and his exhortation tothem was, ceaſe to 
do evil, learn to do well, waſh ye, make yeclean, put away the 
evil of your doings from before mine eyes ſaith the Lord, And 
likewitc ets ſay. 66. 3. Where the Prophet compared the 
commands of God to abominable things ( ſayingY) He 
that kills an Ox is as if be ſlew a man, he that ſacrificeth the 
Lamb as if be cut off a dogs neck, be that offereth an oblation 
as if be offered ſwmnes blood, &c. Here you may ſce the 
Prophetsteſtimony, and #0 what abominable things he 
compares the commands: And the Prophets of God in the 
days of their propheſfic they were hated, and many of them 
killed by ſach as had the form of the Law, but were enc- 
micsto the life of the Law : And after the Prophets dayes 
another generation comes and gets the Prophets words, 
and cries up the words, but are {till inthe ſame nature of 
their fore-fathers that killed the Prophets, as the Scrip- 
tures make mention of the Scribes and Phariſees, and that 


generation who were zealous for the Law and the outward war. 23. 29. 
commands, and did buildt1c Tombs of the Prophets,and 30, 31. 


arniſhed the Sepulchres ot therighteous, yet not being 

ed into thoſe things by the light and ſpirit of God 

within, they were found encmics and perſecutors,and cru» 

cifted bim who was the 4 Tubftance of chote _ 
2 whic 


| © 229425326, 
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- 


4 Mat. 39-20, form in thoſe dayes did oppoſe the power, and after« 


ward the Minifters of Chriſt, who were ſentforth in -rhe 
Name and Powerof Chriſt, they were-hated and perſecu« 
red in their dayes, _ who had the form bur not the 
, power; — _ _ - this ag: the gry. 
Serpent hath got the form, but periecutes che appearance 
— of Chriſt whererer he is made maniteſt, as itis ible day 
2 Theſ..2,3,4, in England and other parts. ' Theclouds of darkneſs hath 
5K. long bcen over all Nations, but now the glorious days 
light of the Lord is breaking forth, and he is appearing in 
the power of his oral the hearts of his people, and is 
bringing to paſs his ſtrange work, which makes the Heas 
2 Theſ.r.10. then to rage, and the carnal Proftetior to (well in their vas 
As 13.4 nity, and cryes outof error, and herefte, and deceivers, 
2 Cor,6.3. and blaſphemers, and fills che cars of people-with ſuch a 
loud noiſe, that many who: have prayed for theſe daycs 
formerly, and have had ſome glimmerings of the truc 
light, now.when the time is come,.. and the Lord is bring- 
Ter.31»31,Kc: jng to paſs his work, and fulfilling his promiſes, becauſe 
+ 946g * it isnotin'their way, and according to their-expeRation, 
_—— they.ſtandup againſt,. andoppoſe the truth as their forc- 
Ia.6615,16, fathers have done, and fo asit was then, even ſo it is 
| now ; they that are born after the fleſh , they perſecuts 
them that are born after the ſpirit ; but woe toall perſecus 
ters, and all envious and malicious ones, the ſword of 
the Lord is:drawn- forth, and they ſhall be. cut down as 
facl for the fire. 

Therefore all people every where try your ſelycs, 20d 
the ground of your faith and profeſſion ; ſee whether you 
2 Cor.13.5, Þc intherrue faith yea or nay : the true faith doth purinc 
x John 3.3... the heart, and gives victory over fin, the world, the ficlh 
John 5.4. andthe devil; and fo good fruic is brought torch, to the 

praiſe and glory of God.' The Lord is coming to rip open 
and ſearch all hearts, and a profeſſion and talk-ot the 
Jen 10; Saints words (without the Saints life) will no; hide nor 
ifs  coveranyone of. you : ic is. not your. fair-ſaying, and 


As 8.244: 


TG C22) 
which they had the form and ſhadows'of : And thus the 


your. 
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crying Lord, Lord, that will ſtand you in ſtead in 
thegreat and terrible day of the Lord (being tound wor- 
kers of iniquity ).it is not your many year profcfſion, and Mat-7.2, 
hearing and writing of Sermons, and repeating them over . 
and-over : the Lord is coming to look for fruits, and all Mat.3 10, 
fruitleſs trees muſt be hewen down and caſt into the 
fire. 

You who have long been talking of the new-birth, ho-+ 
neſtly conſider, and ſce what you can witneſs of a change, * Cor 3-11. to' 
and what is cut down within you; for.as long as the en» hy . Ts 
mity ſtands within you, all your prote(ſion ot the Scrip- , als _y 
tures and Chriſt without you, will not ſave you in the the end. 
fiery day of the Lords fierce indignation : for this I teſti- 
fie unto you, that Regeneration is not a thougit, or a cons 2 Cores 170 
ceiving of a thing, but itisa real work. of God wrought 
within, . by the power of his ſpirit, whereby the heart is ? pp —ug 
purified and cleanſed, and the aftcQionsand flc{hly defires 15 15-9» 
crucified according to Scripture 3 they that are Chriſts bave .,  ,. 
crucified the fleſh with the affefions and luſts, Now try Les 
and examine your ſelver, and fee it your many years 
profeſſion have wrought this efte& ; are you crucified to 
the worlc, and the world unto you? and are you dead uns, _ . 
to lin, as thoſe were whom you profels the words of 2 Be Gi1 cl 
not deceived with a vain hopez the Lord calls for purity, 1Pet, 1.15.16, 
and without holineſs no man ſhall ſee him, 

Now conſider well, you who profeſs your ſelves to be 
Chriſtians, and do cry up the commandements and Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, are you nota ſinful people ? are you not 1(4y x, chap. - 
laden with iniquity? arc you not a ſced of evil docrs ? 
areyouncr corrupted from the top of the head, even to 
theſole of the foot, as thoſe were which Iſaiah cryed a- 
gainſt ? I have heard many of you confeſs much in words; p;oy.z 8.13 
and cry out of your fins, but I ſce few of you that doth 
forſake your ſins, but goes on in» your cuſtomary wayes, 
being dead in fins and treſpaſſes ; then to what purpoſe 
1s yourcalling of Aſſemblies ? your preaching and your I 


tcigned long prayers? your _ of humiliation, and 


3 your- 
/ 


: | | (24) | 

% -yout Le&aredayes (as they are called) it is all aboming- 

' _ _tiontotheLard; Though ye make many prayers, the Lord 

Will not hear you 7, your hearts are polſuted, aud your hands are 

* full of blood, Therefore fear the Lord, and depart frow 
the evil of your wayes ; ceaſe to do evil , and learn to dv 

 _ andlet every one that nameth the Name of Feſtus Chriſt dep 

Rev. 14-7. from iniquity. 

| = Seek no fonger the kingdom of God in obſervations 

'* without you, neicher ſpend your money for that which is 

Ia-g;,r, Dot bread, but return home to your fathers houſe, and 

Luke 15.17. there you ſhall find fatisfaCion 3 the candle being lighted, 

Mat.11,28,29 andthchouſe being ſwept, you will findthe loſt groat in 

your own houſe. 

Hearken to the voice of Chriſt which cryes in your 
conſciences for equity, and reproves you for the evil 
of your doings, that is a (ure teſtimony ( it is the 
light of Chriſt, Eph. 5. 13.) and you cannot be de. 

be ctived in following the light; for ſaith Chriſt, I am the 
Joh.8.12. 1;ght of the world, and whoſoever follows me, ſhall not abide 
in darkneſs , but ſhall have the light of life. This light 
is alwaycs preſent with you , and from this nothing can 
be hid; this lighe doth diſcover the evil rhoughts, and 
rhe evil intents, that ariſes out of the evil heart, and 
as fin is diſcovered in any one, wait upon the Lord for 
his power, that it may be deſtroyed ; and ſo the axe 
comes to be laid to the root of the tree, and every tree that 
TSP a brings not forth good fruit, is hewn down aud caſt into the 
I Theſ.5, 21. fire. And none be haſty in believing falſe reports , but 
try all things, and hold faſt that which is good. 

And this is that which we labour to bring all unto, even 
pure truth tn the'iaward part, that ſo they may offer upa 
ſacrificein righteouſneſs, from the pure heart to the pure 
God, and fo have peace with God, and dyell in ſafety, 
ficcing utder their own Vine, and cating their own bread, 
x Pet. 2.3, being built upon the Rock, where the ſtormy tempeſty, 
Mat,7.25, andthe raging perſecutors cannot move their foundation; 

but ſtand ſure, being built upon the fomndetions of the - 

| phets 


Heb.4. 12, 
Prov.29.t2 2+ 


Pſal,$1,6. 
Deuti33.19. 
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phets and Apoſtles, Jeſu Cbrift himſelf being the chief corner | } 
fone, in whom all the. building fith framed together, groweth Eph.2 20, 21, 
untv an boly Temple in the Lora, * 

And fo though we the ſervants of the Lord be eounted 
deceivertand the truth a $:4, and the way herefie (as for- 2 ©9r-6.8,! 
merly it hath been) confeſ#as Paul did, That after the way Og 63 
which they cat} erefie, ſo worſbip I the God of my fathers belie- v ON 
ving all things, not only what.is written in the Law and the  q, , 4h 
; « buc Nhewiſc what is writren inthe teſtimony of , 
* , Chriſt & the Apoſtles: and it is notany breach of Chriſts 
* commands, in denying the ſhadows and rudiments of the 
ns morethen it was in Paul, in denying the car- 
nat commandments and ſhadows of ehe Law,wimm effing the Cob 2.20,21 
ſubſtance, which is Chriſt within , the hope of glory , = 9.10, 11, 
| which Ibcartcſtimony unto, even the life of Chriff ma» 2 Chr4.30s 
{| nifeſt in mortal flcſh, and (cal icwith my ſpiric, and ſign 2 John 5.10, 
 imit@ mpname. 


Alexander Parker. 
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—— 


To all who are hungring after the. 
ing bread, and hath not wherewith 
to ſatisfie themſelves in their own 
houſes, but are ſeeking without, and 
begging from others, and are ſpex- 
ding their money for that which 1s nt 
bread. 


Aword of love to invite them to come into my fa- 
_ thers houſe, where they ſhall find full ſatifadi- 
0n : with a word of exhortation to all who ay: 
called to be Saints, by way of remembrance to 


ſtir up their pure minds. 


Wake dear friends, the day of the Lord is daw- 

ned, and theglorious day-light is breaking fort', 

ariſe out of your deep fleep, and ſtand up from 

che dead, that Chriſt may give you light, the 
night is far ſpent, and the day is at hand, put off theres 
fore the deeds of darkneſs,and put on the armour of light; 
Wiſdom cryes and calls unto you to came forth of darke 
neſs and all unrightcouſneſs. Oh give car, and be obe. 
dicnt and willing to give up all, and to follow the voice 
ot Wiſdom ; this pure voice is near unto you,cven in your 
ſectet Cloſet, ſecretly reproving you for your rebellion and 
hard-heartedneſs, and calls unto you for purity and up- 
rightne(s : hearken diligently to this ſtill voice z hear and 
your ſouls ſhall Tive « You have long been wandring aſtral 

| an 


-C 27) 
nd following the d:ad doftrines of men, and have been 
feeding upon the dry husks, and have ſpent your money 
for that which is not bread, and your Jabour, bur are not 
fatisfi:d; and you have rejcaed the counſel of God, and 
have rebelled againſt him, and would not turn at his rc 
roof, though many times you had ſecret checks and re- 
proofs by his light within you, but you have net been 
okedient, buthave caſt his Law behind your backs, and 
turacd from his free grace and love into wantonneſs,and 
vain delights of this preſent world : Oh return home to 
your Fathers houſe, wander no longer in your dark ima- 
ginations, but wait on the Lord in his fear, and you ſhall 
find fatisfa&tion 3 take his yoke upon you, and learn of 
Chrift meckneſs and lowlineſs of ſpirit, ſo ſhall you find 
reſt unto your ſouls. | 
And all you my dearly beloved ones, to whomthe Goſ« 
pel of peace hath been declared in thedemonſtration and 
power of the ſpirit, who in love and tenderneſs have re. 
ceived the word oof the Lord, my love is enlarged, and 
floweth forth freely unto yon, and my prayers to my hea- 
venly Father for you is, that you may all be preſerved and 
kept by his mighty power through faith unto ſalva«» 
tion, | 
All you whoſe underſtandings are opened with the 
light of the Lord, and whoſe minds are'turned from the 
darkneſs and tate wayes and worſhips of the world, ro 
the living God, him to worſhip in ſpirit and in truth, 
Asevery one hath received of the Lord,fo every one wait 
and walk worthy of ſo high a calling whereunto the 
Lord hath called you; that as you are ſeparated from the 
. world outwardly (in a meaſure) ſo the ſeparation may 
bemade inwardly, that you may be in truth , what you 
ſcem tobe in ſhew outwardly , otherwiſe in vain is all 
yourprofcſſion, and all your meetings together, if you 
be not guided and led thereunto by the pure movings of 
the ſpirit af -the Lord ; for except your righteouſneſs do ex+ 


evcd that of - the Scribes and Phariſees, you cannot enter into 
þ E the 
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the Kingdonr of God : Therefore all of you, in the pure 
fear of the Lord, try and examineyour f(clves, and ſearch 

r ownhearts, and- ſee what garments ycu have on, 
and how. you do appear in the preſence of the living God, 
in whoſe preſence you now are, and nothing can be hid 
from the all-ſceing eye, nor any thing cover you but pue 
rity, for the wo Is to all them that are covered, and not 
with the ſpiritof the Lord; for now all coverings. muſt 
be ripped apen, and the Lord, the heart»ſearcher, will 
{carch all as wich candles, and an outward ſheiy or cos 
vering with the Saints words, will not hide nor cover 
any of you, if che pure life of Chriſt be wanting: let 
none be therefore deceived with a vain hope, neither dg 
you fet up a falfe reſt fhort of the true reſt; for verily 1 
{ay unto you, you had need tobe watchful, and to walk 
cirguraſp:&ly, not as fools, but as wiſe men in the Lord, 
for your adverſary the devil, goes about like a roaring Lion, 
ſecking whom be mey devour, going about by all wayes and 
means to deeeive the hearts of the ſimple and honeſt min- 
ded ones ; his work is to oppole the work of Chriſt, and 
he works in a miſtery.in the hearts of che children of diſ- 
obedience, working them into his Image and likneſſe to 
do his luſts, and thecreature is captivated, and the nem» 
bers thereof, .and becomes ſervant to the Devil, who rules 
as a Prince inthe heart; and when he cannot keep peo» 
ple in the common filth of the world, he will get intoa 
form of godlinefs, and there keep people feeding upon 
the empty and dry husks, drawing near to God with their 
lips and mouths, when he keeps poſſeſſion in their hearts, 
and draws away their affe&tions after the luſts of the 
world, andglory of it, which fades away and comes to 
an end:And when by his wiles he cannot hide himſclf,nor 
keep people in the empty form,then he will transform him-- 
ſelf as an Angel of light, and whatever the Saints of the 
moſt high do ſpeak or-praftice, as they are moved by tho 
power and ſpirit of the Lord dwelling in them, the ſub- 
thl-Serpent will get intathe outward-form, :Ilikenefs, ge- 


ſure, 
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fare, and words, or whatſoever is uſed or prafticed out- 
wardly by the Saints and ſervants of the Lord : The de- 
vil ill lead his ſervants into the likneſs, and fo get the 
words(as manydo get the words of truth ingo their unrigh- 
reous minds, and ſo contend for the truth wich that mind 
that is out of the truth, and ſo glory in-the words and 
outward appearance 3 and the boaſter gets up to boaſt in 
other mens lines, and things above theic meaſures, being 
enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and ſervants of ſin, and 
in the bondage of corruption) but into the light and life 
the devil cannot come nor enter : ſo in the light which is 
pureall wait, for the power and pure life of the Son of 
God to be manifeſt in you, that ſo from the light and 
ie fruits abundantly may be brought forth to the glory 

God. 

Stand upon = watch, and bring your deeds to the 
light, that ſo they may be proved and tryed whether or 
no they be wrought in God, for he that walks in thelight 
is Kept from ſtumbling. Butall carcleſs and {lothful nzg- 
ligent ones, who run head-Jong (rafhly ) without conſtde- 
ration or tryal of their deeds, are captivated and enſnared 
by the temptation of the devil, and ſo the light follows 
them, and is their condemnation, and ſo trouble and mi- 
ſcry comes upon the wicked, and it is juſt, for he is the 
fool whoſe eyes be abroad, and whoſe tongue is at liber- 
ty, and ſo therad is prepared for the back'of the fool : 
Therefore weigh your words in the juſt ballance, and be 
well adviſed before you a any thing, firſttry the motion, 
before you go on to aRton : for in all words and a&ions, 
whatfvever any one doth either a& or ſpeak, there- is 
ſome thing within that moves before the aftion - bee 
atted, or words be ſpoken, and whether it be good or 
evil, it comes from within, out of the heart, and as is the 
heart, ſo will the words and ations be ; if tho heart be 
etl, thewords and a&Qions will beevil ; and if the heart 
be good and pure, the words and ations will be likewiſe 
good and pure, Now come all - the touch-ſtone, and 
en. 2 | to 
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tothe ground of all things, that you may know 'the 
ground of good things, and the ground of evil things; 
for aszGod is the Aurhor of all good , ſo the Devil is 
the Author of all evil : and as God isa pure Spirit, and 
works in a miſtery in the hearts of the children of obe. 
dicnce, working them into hjs Image and likeneſſe t9 
do his works, which are works ot righteouſneſſe ; (6 
the devil is an unclean and a dark ſpirit, and works in x 
miſtery in the hearts of the children of difobedience, 
working them into: his Image and Iikeneſſe, to do his 
works, which are works -of unrightcouſneſſe : And as 
the Author of good, and the Author of evil are con+ 
trary one to-the other, and no. fellowſhip betwixt them; 
ſothe workers and ſervants of each 'of theſe, arc con» 
trary one to the other, and no agreement amongſt them, 
but a ſtrong and an irreconcileable enmity ; and fo a 
great and firong batte) : and this battel is begun in 
this Nation ( and other parts ) the great -and mighty 
battel between the Prince of light, and the Prince of 
darkneſs, (between the raging Beaſt, and the meek and 
harmleſs Lamb.) Now there is none can ſerve thoſe two 
Maſters, neither can any be heirs ef theſe two kingdoms, 
but every. one becomes his ſervant to whom he yields 


_ himſelt {ervant to obey, whether of fin anto. death, or of. 0+ 


bedience unto righteouſneſs, according as the Scripture de- 
clares. All who obey the motion of the Lord in light 
and ſpirit, as-he moves inthe purc heart, become ſervants 
tothe Lord, and ſo. his work is brought forth into the 
world, which are works of rightcouſneſs, as love, gene 
tleneſs, patience, long-ſuffering, meekneſs,. temperance, 
brotherly-kindneſs, humility, ſoberncſs,- godlineſs, do- 
ing unto all as they would be done unto, and {uchlike 
fruits of righrcouſhels, which are a witneſſe againſt the 
unrighteouſnefſe of the world ; and ſo are juſtified by 
was in- ſpirit, and created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good. 
WOrks..'' 


But 
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- But all who yeeld to and obey the motion of the De- 
vil.in the dark as he moves in the dark heart, by the ſÞi- 
rit of darkneſs, become ſervants to the Dzvil, and ſo his 
work is brought forth into the world, and fills the world 
with darkneſs and unrighreouſneſs,as pride and vain glo» 
ry, covetouſnelſs, hatred,malice, firife and debate, drun- 
kenneſs, whoredomes, murders, theft, Iying and ſwears 
jng, vain and profain talking tiranny, cruelty and op- 
preſſion , perſecution and ſuch like ungodly wicked 
praiſes as the Land abounds with, notwithſtanding aj] 
their profeſſion of God and Chriſt, and high notions, and 
+ Lrgeand fairpretences, yet the fruits of wickedneſs in a 
high meaſure are daily growing and encreaſing ; and all 
thoſe evils, andall other the abominations that are a&ed 
and done in the world, they all proceed out of the deceit» 
ful and wicked heart ; and the Devil heis the father and 
the Author of it and of all {:n, and whoſoever commits in 
is of the Devil; and fo out of the heart from the curſed 
ground it ſprings and ariſes ; for Juſt after it hath concei= 
ved,it bringeth forta (in, and fin when it is finiſhed brings 
forth. death ; for the wages of ſin is death. Thercfore cvery 
one in particular mind the leadings and movings of the 
pure ſpirit of Light, for there is your ſtrength near you ; 
and if ye thorow the ſpirit do mortifie the deeds of the bo 
dy, then ſhall ye live and be made ſen{iþle of the works 
ings of God, deltroying the Devils works, and defacing 
his image; and renewing in you a pure image like unto 
himſelf, and fo the pepre Truth ye will really be poſſefled 
of,that which the Lord doth love and delire,even Truth in 


the inward parts, and offer up a ſacrifice in rightzouſnefs: 


tothe Lard, which is @ broken heart and a contrite ſpirit, 
which ever was and is acceptable in the eyes of the pure 
God; for God js pure and loves righteouſneſs, a#4 to 
know bim and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent is life eternal, 
Nowto have a literal knowledge of him, and ſo to ſpeak 
of him from the Seripturelctter, and not from the. ſpirit 
and power of God within; this is not a ſaving knowledge, 
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but pafs up into pride,and foto reje& and deſpiſe thecroky © 
of Chriſt ; Such a knowledge had they who cruciked the 
Son of God ; and ſuch a knowledge have many in our 
age, but are perſecuting the appearance of Chriſt in his 
Siints: But this I ſay, none knows the Lord in Truth and 
Rightcouſneſs bur as he is revealed and manifeſted by his 
ſpirit within: for the ſpirit ſearcheth all things , yes the 

eep and hidden things of God. So all turn - in your 
minds, and wait upon the Lord in the Lighe of his fpirit 
that into his houſe you may be ledzthere to feed upon the 
living bread,% ſoul-ſatisfying food({upon the hidden Man 
44) that which the world knowes not, but it is hid from 
them who be without, teeding among(t the ſwine upon the 
husks and empty ſhadowes: but through love and mercy 
isrgvcaled unto us, by the ſpirit of our God, and freely 
imparted unto you,to invite you to come in to our Fathers 
houſe, that you may cat with us and be ſatisfied, and 
praiſe the Lord with us in the Land of the living for e- 

ver and ever. | 
Oh -my dearly beloved whom my !ſoul longs and 
breaths after, whom in the truth, I dearly love, you are 
as a lively Epiſtle written in my heart, and I cannot 
forget you 3 go on in the Name and Power of the 
Lord, look not back, there is nothing behind you but 
death and darkneſs, for it any one draw back my 
ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in them; therefore prefson 
towards the mark, for the price of the high callingof 
God in Chriſt Jeſys, let not the rage of the heathen 
daunt you , knowing that it is oar portion from that 
wicked and untoward generation to be reproached 
and reviled : But bleſſed are ye wben men revile you, and 
reproach you, and perſecute you, and ſpeak, all manner of e- 
vil againit you falſely for the Neme of Chriſt, rejoyce and be 
exceeding glad for great is your reward in heaven, for ſo 
perſecuted they the Prophets, and the holy Apoſtles which 
which were before yon ; for if you were of the world, _ 
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\ © wnild the world love you 3, but becaufe Chrif-Teſus bath choſen 
© wont of the world to be unto him a holy People, therefore do 
#hey ( of the world who know not God )) hate and revile 
yar 5 but herein they are diſcovered and made manifcſt of 
what generation they are of, even of curſed Cains, who 
ſlew his brother, and where cnvy and rage is, they bcar 
the mark of Cain, and ſoin this day of the Lord they are 
made manifeſt, for wherever perſecution is, it is a mark 
of the beaſt, that makes war againſt the Lamb, and it is 
not the mark or token of a Chriſtian, for the Nature of a 
Chriſtian is to' fuffer,and not to perſecute;therefore though 
ye ſuffer, and be reproached, yet be not diſcouraged, bur 
on the ſtrength of God, the armour of righteouſneſs 
whereby yemay all be kept ſafe, and the tiery darts of the 
wicked cannot pierce you, 

Dwell in meekneſs, and love, and pure innocency, 
theſe are the Garments of th: Lamb, which the world 
cannot ſtain, though they may caſt dirt and filth upon 
you, by their lies and falſe [landers, yet your innocen- 
cy and uprightne(s-(hall ſtand a witneſs againſt them, 
and ſo their mouths ſha]l be Ropped, and the witneſs 
of God-in theixe own conſciences (hall teſtifie againſt 
them, and anſwer for you and for the Lords Truth 
which you profeſs, and make them to acknowledge 
« manga againſt their wills ) that God is in you of a 

ruth, 

Idoby the power of the Lord charge you all in the pree 
ſenceot 'the Lord ( whoprofeſs the light *) that you walk 
in the light, that every one may be in life and ſubſtance 
what you ſeem and profeſs your ſelvesto be in words;that 
no hypocricy may be amongſt you, nor deceit, nor feign- 
ed love, nor ſeeming ſhew of feigned humiliry ( for that 
is groſs and wicked abomination in the eyes of the pure 
God) but that indeed and in truth your love may flow 
forth one rawards another without diſſimulation, tor this 
is a true. mark and-coken that you arethe Lords choſen 
ones, for heecby ſhall all men. know: that you are fol- 


lowers 
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lowers of the Lord if ye love one another z for lors 
is'of God, and all who dwell in love they dyell jg 
God, for God i love ; Oh let this loye conſtrain yoy, 
to deney your ſelves freely and follow him, who by 
his love invites you to' come and eat and drink free. 
ly at his Table : Let not the love of the world, nor 
any other carthly enjoyment draw away your hearts 
and aff:&ions from the pure love of God, into the 
Toye of the viſible and creaturely enjoyments, and & 
for a meſſe of pottage ( Eſau like ) (ell your birtheright 
for want: of a ſmall thing of ſelf-denyal ( chuſing the 
pleaſures of the World ( as many do ) rather then to fuf- 
ter with the people of God, deſpiſing and counting the 
Crofs of Chriſt fooliſhneſs, and fo ) loſe the Crown of 
glory. Qh lctit not be ſo with any of you but take up 
the Croſs willingly, and deſpiſe not the day of ſmall 
things, but whatſoever the light of Chriſt doth ſhew 
you to be evil or vain,caſt off and deny that evil and yas 
nity, atherwiſe you cannot have true peace ; for whilſt 
the wild nature is at liberty,and the unruly affe&ions and 
lufts, they war againſt the ſonl ; therefore faith Chriſt, 
take my yoke upon you and learn of me, I am meek, and lowly 
in ſpirit, and you ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. Sothe 
yoke of Chriſt being laid upon the wilde, it tames and 
brings down, and leryens the whole, and brings it into 
the nature of Chriſt, to meckneſs, and gentleneſs and 
lowlineſs of mind, and brokenneſs and tendernets of 
ſpirit, and ſo the fountain' comes' to be opened, and 
the pure ſtreams flowes forth to water the City of 
the living God ; Therefore hide not the enemies of 
your peace in your own boſoms, neither let any preju- 
dice or evil thotights lodge in your hearts, if you do, it 
will cat as a canker, untill the pare love be grown cold, 
and then comes a cloud of darknets, and hides the glory 
of the Son of RKightcouſneſs, that it doth not fhine in its . 
brightneſs; -angthe carth will grow thick and ſtop the 
paſſage that the ſtreams! of Jove cannotrun to BREW 
| | refr 


 refreſhthe plants of God) torebe faithful in follows 
- ing the light, and yielding up to the pure obedience, to 

'what the light makes manifeſt, though ir be never 10 
ſmall or fooliſh to worldly wiſdom, for that which 
fumbles at little things will never obey greater,and whilft 
you are diſobedient to the light, after convincement of 
any fin, you not turning from that ſin which the light of 
Chriſt makes manifeſt, and reproves for it, you are ſtill 
in the Came nature with the world, under the ſame con* 
demnation,being condemned by the light in your own 
conſciences. 

Therefore every one be faithful according to your mea» 
ſures, and fo in love and joy you willbe kept in the uni» 
ty of the ſpirit and bond of peace, and grow up in the 
vincaslively plants, and encreaſe in grace until we all 
come into the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God unto a perte& manzeven tothe meaſure and 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt - 

Take heed of reaſoning and conſulting withfle ſh and 
blood, for that betrayes the ſimplicity, for many have 
been convinced of the Truth, and tender and honeſt dee 
fires, and a true love raiſed in them, by hearing of the 
ſound or declaration of Truth, but not ahjding in that 
love to wait in the Croſs of Chriſt ; but reaſoning with 
fizſh and blood, they haveloſt their tenderneſs and fim- 
plicity,and thoſe erue delires are choaked,and the iniquity 
got up, and their love grown cold ; and ſuch though they 
may come to your mectings; Yet are dead, barren & emp« 
ty, and poſſeſſed with a dull and fluggiſh drowtie (piric ; 
when others are iceding and ſitting in peace and reft un- 
der their own vine, having oyl in their veſſels, theſe care- 
leſsones are ready to ſtarve, and are n_ in waiting, 
when words are not miniſtred; I ſay unto all ſuch, repenc 
and fear the living God, and cauſe not the holy Name af 
our God to be blaſphemed amongſt the Heathen ; return 
to your firſt love, and wait in paticnce until retreſhment 
come into your ſouls fron) _y preſence of the Lord, 

And 
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And all you dearly beloved oneg,who keep your garments | 
whiteand clean, you are asmy own lite, and dear unto 
me asthe Apple of mineeye, with you 1 am preſent in - 
the ſpiric'of pure love, though in the body 1 be. abſent 
from you; Dear heatts, let my bowels be refccſhed tg 
hear of your faithfolneſsand growth in the truth, that the 
labour and travel of the Mcſſengers of the Lord may nat © 
be in vain, but that we may rcjoyce in our labours, and 
ſee the fruits ſpringing up tothe glory of God,this will be 
our Joy and your comfort. 

So all of you in patience wait until the work of the 
Lord be perfe&ed in you;turn not to the right hand,nor to 
the left,bur keep in the plain way thatleads to life eternal; 
meet often together aceordingly as you have been di 
and when you-ate met together, wait upon God in his pure 
fear, with the loins of your minds girt up, that his voice 
you may hear, and his counſel receive and ſtand in, ſo 
ſhall your mectings be forthe better and not for the worle, 
and your ſtrength renewed, though there be no ſound of 
words-ſpokento your outward cars; yet coming once to 
taſte of the ſweetneſs of the love of Gad, you will findthe 
nnion more pure, more dear and more neer then pen or 
tongue can declare; for if there be a ſweetneſs and a 
refreſhment to hear words .( as I know there is, when 
they are ſpoken from the pure life and ſpirit of the 
Lord ) then much more is there ſweetneſs and morepure . 
refrcſhment in' the ſpirit of the Lord from whencethe 
wordsdo proceed, and all words and writings given forth 
from the ſpirit, are to-bring to the ſpirits worſhip; this 
is the ſum and the end of all che ſhadows and carnal ob- 
ſervances, to know God,. and to worſhip him in Spiric 
and intruth ; according asit-is writtth, for there is noman 
kn owes the things of God but the ſpirit of God z ſo without 
the ſpirit guiding and teaching, all words and writings 
will but little avai), onely ſerve to add to the condemna* 
tion of :a1 choſe that are hearers, but are not doers of the 

Theres 
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F Therefore every one retice your felves into your ins 
ward habitations, and wait upon God in the manitfeſtati- 
en of his ſpiric as you haverecetved, and as the pure ſpi- 
rit of the Lord doth move in any of you, fo be obedicne 
eitherto at or {peak : for the Word of the Lord is not 
limited, but it any one have the Word of the Lord, let im 
ſpeak ir faichfully 3 for you may all propheſie one by one, and 
if any thing de revealed to another that Stands by, let the firſt 
bald his peace : quench nt the ſpirit ; tor it is my deſire that 
all the Lords people were Prophets; but let all fleſh be (i= 
lent I charge you by the Lord, andnone to ſpeak before 
the Lord, for that is but as chaff, and what is the chaff to 
the wheat ſaith the Lord ? ix not my word as a fire, and as 
a hammer that breakg the rocks in pieces. 

So all dear friends wait that the Word of the Lord you 
may feel within. you, and taſt of it, which is quick and 

werful, and cuts down fin, and removes the earth, and 

reaks the hard '1eart, and purifies it, and purges the con « 
ſcience from dead works, and ſo the botly is made a holy 
Temple for the Lord to dwell in; as it is written, I will 
tellin them and walk, in them, I will be their God, and they 
ſhall be my people: Wherefore (ſaith he) come forth and be ye 
ſeparate, touch uo unclean thing and I will receive you, and 
will be a father unto. you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and daugh+ 
ters ſaith the Lord God Almighty. All mind the call of a 
loving Father, and be obedient to his voice, that. you 
may be heirs of the promiſe, and have a righe unto the 
tree of life, and live and reign with the Lord God andthe 
Lamb, and ſing the ſongs of deliverance praiſes and halc»: 
kya's for ever andever, 

The prace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you, and teach 
you to live ſoberly and righteouſly, and eſtabliſh. you in the 
truth, that your words and a&ions may be gracious and 
ſavory, proceeding from the grace of God, that'you m1y 
have faltin your ſelves to ſavour withal, no more to be 
tofſed to and fro with mens dofrines, but be built upon 
the rock of ages, even Jeſws Chriſt the light of the World, 
the 
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the ſary to day 4s yeſterday, and ſpall continue the” ſama} 
ever. | +4 
The peace of God which paſſeth underſtanding keep pl 
hearts fer minds .- to God idlove and unity all ro-gith, 
that God may delight to do you good, and to dwally 
monegſt and his pure poyyer to. compaſs you about, 
keep younpright, and fingle-hearted. We 

This ſo large an Epiſtle with my own hand have Iw 
ten unto you, becauſe my love is enlarged toward you, 

The Lord, God Almighty breath forth his ſpiric uy 
you, and guideyou inhis pure wiſdom, that with che 
fulncfs you may run the race ſet before you. Faint not! 
the way; but be ye faithfulunto death, and you ſhall ben 
Croyn of lifes m 


Read this with a meek and ſober ſpirit in tl 
fear of the Lord, when in his name you @ 
met together. 3 


For friends in the Truth in the Weſt parts of Tay 
land, or elſe where it may come. 4 

4 

Written from the movings of the Lord, as I'wi 
direFed by bis ſpirit, by your dear brother inth 
Lord,who is a Labourer in his Vineyard, 


Known to you by a nearer name then _ 


% 
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THE END 


